
Accessible online Worship, Bible and 
Teaching Activities for children, young 

people and adults with Additional Needs. 

Mark Arnold  writes  some great teaching on the place of people 
with disabilities in the Bible and what that means for us today.
http://theadditionalneedsblogfather.com
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Kay Morgan Gurr - Has recorded some videos explaining 
theological issues for teens and young adults with additional 
needs https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=24BtF_jKR-w&t=35s
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Count Everyone In – Pete and Christine share short and simple 
language talks based around the Easter stories in the Bible. 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_KVPtJAi8NLfBeyiO-USQg
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Jess Thompson from New Wine has recorded the Easter Story 
with Makaton signing.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XT5CboSO6cM
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signed Bible stories and worship on You Tube. 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYez2PRlwiHjUnQlM4lTWmg
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Disability and Jesus do an online service for people with disabilities 
every week and daily messages on Twitter. 
http://anordinaryoffice.org.uk @DisabilityJ
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Becky Makaton Tutor has a You Tube Channel of Makaton 
signed Christian songs, Bible verses and prayers 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwuaOT47jb0mS71qLqsRFWg/featured

Included By Grace – Lynn McCann has recorded accessible 
church services for adults with accompanying booklets to 
download.  www.includedbygrace.wordpress.com
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Aslan online Bible activities and teaching with links to crafts and 
songs by Jackie Potter  http://aslan.tonbridgebaptist.church
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Go Sign has many signed songs, talks and teaching sessions in BSL 
for the deaf Christian community. https://gosign.org.uk and on 
Facebook. 
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Ten top tips for supporting families who care for a 
child with additional needs. 

 
At Care for the Family we speak with many parents of additional needs children. We hear some lovely stories of 
the helpful people they have met. Sadly some parents are often not as well supported as they could be. Parents 
quickly become the expert on their own child and will know how you can help, all you have to do is ask! 
 

 

1 
The family is like any other family - but with extras! Clothes still need washing, meals still need to 
be prepared and children still need transport to activities, but remember that having a child with 
additional needs places extra demands on the whole family. 

2 
Parents will feel encouraged when you talk to the Additional Needs child as you would to any child, 
even if it is apparent that the child cannot reply. Get down to their level if in a wheelchair; ask 
parents if touching, hugs, handshakes, eye contact etc. are helpful or not. Talk to the siblings too. 

3 
When you talk with the parents, try to get a picture of the family’s daily life. Ask the parents to ‘tell 
me about your child’ or ‘what is a typical day like for you’. Actively listen to their answer. Speak 
about any ‘issues’ or ‘difficulties’ but never ask what is ‘wrong’ with their child. 

4 Accept that there can be hidden Additional Needs that may not be apparent from looking at the 
child. Listen carefully to what the parents tell you. 

5 Don’t pretend you understand when you don’t. It can seem patronising.  

6  Do accept, encourage and affirm their parenting and priorities. Don’t judge. 

7 
In a group situation, other people may be anxious about the unpredictable behaviour of some 
Additional Needs children. Lead by example in your own response. Ask the parents about ‘triggers’ 
and helpful coping techniques if the child becomes upset. 

8 Accept the family as they are. Understand that you cannot ‘fix’ the child or maybe even the 
situation. Never assume, always ask. 

9 

Take time to get to know the family and earn the trust of all of the children, then you will be in a 
good place to help the family. Getting babysitters and child care can be so much harder, and so the 
sense of isolation even greater, for parents of Additional Needs children. Most parents will 
appreciate the offer of some reliable childcare; help with transport for hospital visits or after 
school activities; looking after siblings so mum and dad can go to appointments; help with 
accessing support or filling in forms. 

10 
Remember that these parents face a lifetime of coping and they may need support every step of 
the way, particularly during times of change. When the child reaches adulthood, the Additional 
Needs will not disappear. Be the friend who is there for the long haul. 

 
 
Parents, carers and grandparents can find it helpful to talk openly with one of our trained Befrienders, a person 
who is in a similar parenting situation to them. Support can also be gained by signing up to our email 
newsletters. Parents have told us how much they appreciate this support. 
 

 Find out more at: www.careforthefamily.org.uk/additionalneeds  
 Join us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/cffadditionalneeds  





Top Tips on Dealing with challenging
behaviour
• Understand some of the psychological, physical and emotional causes of

challenging behaviour
• Learn ways of helping children and young people to manage their own

behaviour
• Be inspired to reach beyond the behaviour and draw the child or young

person to God

Sue Brown is a schools development worker for Scripture Union in the Midlands.
Alice Langtree is Scripture Union’s special needs advisor. They are both passionate
about sharing the good news of Jesus with children and young people, and
helping churches to reach out to their local communities.  

Mega Top Tips cover the big issues and are part of the Top Tips
series designed for all those working with children and young
people. With greater depth and greater breadth, these titles are
big on practical advice and easy to read so you can get to grips
with the issues fast. Be inspired and encouraged with even more
Top Tips from the experts!
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Prayer of Inclusion

L:  With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of 
God’s creation: 

  Gracious God, grow us to be a community of care, help us to recognize your image in all whom we 
meet, and to celebrate the diversity of gifts you have given each of your children. Lord in your mercy … 

C: Hear our prayer.

L:  For people who are blind and cannot see, and for those who can see but are blind to the people  
around them. Lord in your mercy … 

C: Hear our prayer.

L:  For people who move slowly because of accident, illness or disability, and for those who move too fast 
to be sensitive to the world in which they live. Lord in your mercy … 

C: Hear our prayer.

L:  For people who are deaf and cannot hear, and those who can hear but who ignore the cries of others. 
Lord in your mercy … 

C: Hear our prayer.

L:  For people who learn slowly, for people who learn in different ways, and for people who learn quickly 
but too often fail to act wisely. Lord in your mercy … 

C: Hear our prayer.

L:  For people who have chronic illnesses for which there is no known cure or relief, and for those who 
live fearfully of being ill. Lord in your mercy … 

C: Hear our prayer.

L:  For those with disabilities who teach of patience, goodness, humor, and the joy in your presence. Lord 
in your mercy … 

C: Hear our prayer.

L:  For families, friends, and caregivers who support people with disabilities; strengthen them in body  
and spirit; refresh them when weary and hearten them in discouragement. Lord in your mercy … 

C: Hear our prayer.

L:  For people who think they are worthless and beyond your love, and for people who think they  
don’t need your love. Lord in your mercy … 

C: Hear our prayer.

L:  For people who feel isolated by their disabilities, and for people who contribute to that sense of  
isolation. Lord in your mercy … 

C:  Hear our prayer.

L:  For all the people you have created and love, that we may learn to respect each other and learn to live 
together in dignity and your peace. Lord in your mercy … 

C: Hear all our prayers. Amen.


